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Back Talk 


A Home for Lost and Stray Items 


OR some time now, the editors of 

Tue Journac have been a terribly 
frustrated group—more frustrated, that 
is, than can be considered normal 
even for editors. 

A vast flood of words sweeps into 
this office every day. Out of it we now 
and then pan a little nugget of wisdom 
or nonsense that we wish we could 
exhibit to our readers. 

Take, for example, this paragraph 
which is from the annual report of 
the Institute of Chartered Account- 
ants of Scotland. 

“During the year under review the 
Council considered various suggestions 
that members of the Institute or mem- 
bers of C.A. Students’ Societies should 
be allowed to wear blazers or neckties 
bearing the Institute’s Achievement of 
Arms. The Council found itself un- 
able to approve of the use of the Insti- 
tute’s Achievement of Arms for these 
purposes.” 

Now this story cannot be regarded 
as earth-shaking. Nor would we wish 


to editorialize at length on it—though 
now that you have mentioned it, we 
must say that a crested blazer seems 
no more reprehensible to us than the 
old school tie worn by an Oxford or 
Harvard graduate. But perhaps this 
parallel is not valid. The CA’s blazer 
might be considered a subtle form of 
solicitation—while, of course, an Ox- 
ford or Harvard man could hardly be 


conceived of as actually seeking work. 

Or take another example. 

One of the English accounting 
magazines recently broke the news 
that Shakespeare was an accountant. 
It offered in proof an imposing list of 
references in his plays—including his 
use of the technical accounting phrase 
“debitor and creditor” in Othello 
(Act 1) and Cymbeline (Act 5). Some 
critics of the theory expressed surprise 


that auditing was common in WS’s 
day. Nonsense! The art of auditing 
goes back at least to Roman times. 
The word “audit” derives from the 
Latin verb “audire’—to hear; for it 
was customary for auditors to “hear 
the accounts” given verbally by stew- 
ards or their agents. The English uni- 
versities in medieval times even used 
to brew a strong ale on audit days—a 
happy custom that our editorial col- 
leagues in Britain urge modern busi- 
ness to revive. Is there a second to 
the motion? 


ELL, that’s the sort of useless 
and possibly senseless items 
which we have been keeping from 
you all these years. There just didn’t 
seem to be any place for them in 
this august journal. But now our files 
are becoming so cluttered something 
must be done—and done quickly. 
So: we have staked out # claim to 
this modest corner and will use it, 
off and on, to shelter these items. 
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